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Cross Fellowship Church’s Stand on Selected Issues 

 INTRODUCTION: Proper Biblical interpretation dictates that there are three categories into which most 

if not all topics fall: dogma, doctrines and deferences/preferences. In many situations, unity is lost and division 

is created within the church when these categories get confused.          

 Dogma (imagine an inner circle) are those essentials we must believe and agree upon to be a responsible 

Christ-follower at CFC. Examples include but not limited to: One living and true God; The Trinity; the deity 

of Jesus including His virgin birth; the inerrancy and reliability of Scripture; the depravity of man and Christ’s 

atoning work on the cross as solely sufficient for our salvation upon our being born again by the Spirit of God 

through His grace and our faith and repentance; and the kingdom of God on earth as primarily expressed 

through His church.           

 Doctrines (middle circle) are those beliefs that are not dogmatically designated in Scripture as dogma and 

in which there are differences of interpretation among even conservative evangelical scholars and church 

attendees.  Deferences/preferences (outer circle) refer to matters of conscience including but not limited to 

cinema attendance, social drinking, worship style preferences, methodology of schooling children, and 

political allegiances. We all have our own preferences and in Christian humility defer to one another in love.  

 The following are some of these doctrinal matters (middle circle) and CFC’s general leaning regarding 

them. Again, we affirm that there are differing thoughts and biblical interpretations within the body of Christ 

and CFC regarding them, but the following explain the most generally held views concerning them at CFC.

 Concerning Calvinism—CFC is not a reformed church nor do we oppose some of reformer John Calvin’s 

original tenets. Specifically, we do believe in the depravity of man as generally understood, a Sovereign God 

who has elected His chosen and eternal security of believers. However, we do not believe that God has 

capriciously chosen some for salvation and some to damnation; nor do we believe that Jesus’ atoning work on 

the cross was limited to the saved alone; nor that the wooing of the Spirit cannot be resisted. We believe that 

we are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God.” God elects and predestines; man chooses and these 

two are not mutually exclusive. Jesus embraced both in John 6:37: “All that the Father gives Me will come to 

Me” (God’s election) ...”and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (man’s free will). “We are 

“Sovereigntists” believing in a sovereign God but not “Calvinists” in the strictest and narrowest senses of the 

term. We preach Jesus providing an opportunity for everyone to respond by grace through faith.    

 Concerning the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus—Christ will bodily and visibly return to earth a 

second time as Lord bringing about final justice in the world. All humans will either be in an eternal heaven 

or hell with degrees of reward and punishment as rendered by Jesus Christ based on our relationship with Him. 

We agree that He will come again, but we do not know when or how. There are basically three views regarding 

the specifics of the second coming of Jesus—pre-millennial: Jesus comes back before His 1000 year reign on 

earth; post-millennial—Jesus returns after the 1000 year reign; and amillennial—the 1000 reign is not literal 

but symbolic and figurative of His reign on earth. Furthermore, there are three expressions of pre-

millennialism: pre-tribulationists—Jesus returns to rapture His church 7 years before His eternal reign; mid-

tribulationists—Jesus returns in the middle of the 7 year tribulation; and post-tribulationists or historical pre-

millennialists—Jesus returns after the 7 year tribulation. While most evangelicals including CFC members 

would espouse some expression of pre-millennialism, views regarding the timing of Jesus’ return with 

reference to the tribulation vary. Most, but not all CFC members, prefer the pre-tribulation interpretation as 

we believe Jesus could return at any moment. At CFC we live in expectancy of his return and thus seek to live 

our lives with an eternal perspective.          

 Concerning LGBTQ Issues—Though this issue falls under the category of dogma more than doctrine, it 

is addressed here. We believe in the biblical view of marriage and human sexuality as stated not only in Genesis 
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1 and 2 but reiterated by Jesus in Matthew 5 and 19. Any other expression of sex outside the confines of the 

marriage relationship between a man and a woman is also outside of God’s eternal will and is sinful behavior 

as stated in Scripture. We believe that our gender is predetermined by a gracious and wise God who has made 

us in His image and such gender assignment from Him is manifested physically at birth. We are aware of 

gender identity and dysphoria issues that need to be addressed through gracious counseling. God loves all 

persons regardless of their lifestyles and calls all of us to repent of any sin as every person must deal with 

specific sins because of our fallen nature and our fallen world. All persons regardless of sexual orientation are 

welcome to attend CFC and will be graciously received. Upon conversion and/or request for church 

membership, we require adherence to the Biblical view regarding these issues as stated above as an expression 

of this new nature.           

 Concerning Spiritual Gifts—We believe all spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture are valid today 

including the sign gifts (tongues, interpretation, miracles, healings, etc.). We understand that their usage in the 

NT was to verify and validate the gospel in an era without Scripture and seemed to wane even within the NT 

historical window. In our personal lives, one gift is not to be preferred over another and does not signify a 

greater spirituality or a “second blessing.” The Holy Spirit sovereignly gives his gifts to individuals and 

churches. Possession or lack of any specific gift is no cause for pride or regret. His gifts are given to be used 

for His purposes and are not a qualification or reward for any individual. All believers are commanded to be 

filled with the Spirit manifesting itself in responsible expression of their own spiritual gift(s) and more 

importantly spiritual fruit. We are committed to “pursuing the greatest gift” as a church--the preaching the 

gospel and fulfilling the great commission to reach the lost and the great commandment to the building up of 

our church in love.            

 Concerning Church Government—Neither Jesus in the gospels nor Paul in his pastoral letters dictates a 

particular method of church government though Paul did command elders be appointed at each church he 

started. CFC is led and served by two primary church officers—pastors and deacons. Simply put: Pastors lead 

and deacons serve. We do not have elders at CFC with the closest thing to it being our Associate Pastors and/or 

our Leadership Council. We are a Bible-based, Spirit-empowered, Pastor and Staff-led, Leadership Council-

administered, Deacon-served, and ultimately by delegation or direct vote a Congregation-ruled church.    

 Concerning Genderfication and Women in Ministry—God created two genders possessing different 

yet complementary roles and responsibilities in the church and home. These role distinctions do not arise from 

cultural definitions of masculinity and femininity but are an integral part of God's plan for humanity. We 

believe that all Christians, both men and women, participate in the ministry of the church as the Bible explicitly 

encourages and assumes that women will do so. Women throughout the New Testament prophesied, taught 

adults and helped lead churches. We affirm that equal involvement in the church between men and women 

does not entail equal involvement at all levels. Although men and women are portrayed as equals throughout 

Scripture, the Bible reserves the offices of deacon, elder or lead pastor specifically for qualified men who have 

been given spiritual “authority” over others practicing sacrificial male headship as leaders. Scripture calls lead 

pastors, elders or deacons as husbands of one wife to lead and serve the church. We have written a companion 

document applying these principles concerning this issue to CFC in a different expanded document. 

 CONCLUSION: in living in the tension between truth and love and a commitment to maintain the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace, we adhere to the following principle of life and church expression: In major 

things unity; in minor things diversity; in all things charity.    

    


